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Language education between Vietnam and Japan through
CLIL pedagogy CLIL #*2%IF3R LY BANDEELTE

Shigeru Sasajima (CLIL-ite)

HEX (CLIL 2 B mHER7EPT)

J-CLIL (Japan CLIL Pedagogy Association) and CLIL-ite (CLIL
Institute for Teacher Education) held the CLIL International Education
& Communication Seminar in Hanoi, Vietham from March 3rd to 6th in
2023, which was sincerely supported by Vietham Japan University
(VJU). J-CLIL had some overseas seminars in Europe so far, but it was
first seminar in Asia.

The seminar schedule and participants from Japan are summarized
as follows:

Friday, March 3rd Classroom observations
® Visiting VJU and Japanese classroom observations
® Visiting Phenikaa School and English classroom observation
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Saturday, March 4™ CLIL International Education & Communication
Seminar (VJU) |

® Shigeru Sasajima CLIL basics |
— CLIL 4Cs and active learning
® Hatsumi Kamimura Introduction
of Japanese teaching practices
at VJU
® Makoto Ikeda EMI/CLIL teacher
education and classroom
practices in Hong Kong
® Kazuko Kashiwagi Workshop: Haiku — CLIL classroom practice
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Sunday, March 5th (CLIL International Education & Communication

Seminar 2 (HUI)

® Shigeru Sasajima CLIL basics 2 — CLIL lesson study and active
learning

® Hatsumi Kamimura CLIL practices at HUI

® Trin Thi & Thanh Trang Introduction of Japanese teaching
practices at HUIL: Peer learning in teaching Kanji

® Yukiko Ito & Hazuki Nakata Workshop for CLIL classroom practices
of Japanese traditional arts: Let’s try to make picture candles
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Monday, March 6th Classroom observations
® Vising Japanese International School Hanoi and classroom
observations

Participants |4 persons

Shigeru Sasajima (CLIL-ite)

Makoto Ikeda (Sophia University)

Kazuko Kashiwagi (Shitennoji University)
Yukiko Ito (Osaka Seikei University)
Hazuki Nakata (Kona women’s University)
Rie Ushizu (CLIL-ite)

Yusuke Mitsuoka (CLIL-ite)

Toru Matsuo (Osaka Jogakuin University)
Waka Oshiba (Shitennoji University)
Tomoka Taneya (Sapporo Ishiyama Midori Primary School)
Michele Joel (Kyorin University)

Kaito Ito (Student)

Chihiro Adachi (Student)

Ryuya Kawaguchi (Student)



Thanks to Professor Hatsumi Kamimura at VJU, this CLIL seminar
was successfully conducted. I really appreciated all the teachers,
staff, and students who had kindly accepted our visit to VJU, HUI,
Phenikaa School, and Japanese International School Hanoi. Xin cam on

nhiéu.
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School Hanoi DEEN=IZIIRKEHMEEITRY , 22IH 5O THELETRRTEH
%72\, Xin cam on nhiéu.

I had personally had a plan to visit Vietnam to do research before the
COVID- |9 pandemic began in early 2020. It was therefore good for me
to visit Hanoi and see part of the realities in this seminar. That is
because I am afraid the current relationship between Vietnam and
Japan is not good due to the notorious Intern training system in Japan,
in which Japan has exploited cheap labor from other Asian countries. On
the other hand, I have heard Vietnam has rapidly been changing while
English education has been popular in the Vietnam society. This seminar
has helped me somewhat answer my questions.
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First, my good impression of Hanoi is related to a hotter liveliness
than I expected. In my generation, the Vietnam War (1954 - 1975) was
great impact, so I wondered how the postwar socialism, the relationship
with Japan, and the real life were going. After the seminar, I had a city
walk alone on the last day in Hanoi, observing them and talking to some
young people in English. I then remembered my feelings when I had
been to the countryside in mainland China 20 years before. I did hope
the present liveliness would move forward.
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Next, I had good impression on the
students at VJU and HUI being active
and cheerful in the seminar. I do hope
they will be a bridge between us and
contribute to better future. I think they
have selected learning Japanese
themselves, so I would like to support
them as best I can. I understand the

test results are very important, but I hope they enjoy using Japanese
for actual communication. Real meaningful communication should be a
top priority.
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Furthermore, I look forward to CLIL having a good influence on
learning attitudes of the students. I believe CLIL is just integrated
learning to provide opportunities for spontaneous language learning.
Rather than trying to understand CLIL theory, it is useful for teachers
to make good use of CLIL as an approach to help their students learn
better. On that point, Professor Kamimura’s class activities were
interesting to me. Probably, the students could be more active than ever
by our presence. I didn’t have time to ask them about the class, but it
seemed to give good tips on active CLIL.
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In addition, I really appreciated to visit two schools in Hanoi, which
helped see some realities of how teachers and students are interacting
with each other when learning Japanese and English, though they didn’t
show CLIL classroom activities. As each school has its own policy and
principles, it would be dangerous to generalize what I saw, but I could
see many students and their parents have specific purposes. It
suggests that Vietnam have some realities of learning and teaching in
the educational environment expected by the society, apart from the
issue of whether the lesson is good or bad.
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Our visits were planned and conducted to intend to implement and
communicate CLIL in Vietnam. It was one of private relationships, which
is situated as part of the activities for practical studies between
English and Japanese education. In the J-CLIL activities, however,
Professor Yukiko Okuno leads the study group on CLIL in Japanese, in
which some members have already explored the potential for CLIL in
Japanese education. CLIL is just integrated learning of content and
language, but it has not yet had stable methodology. CLIL can be part
of plurilingualism and pluriculturalism which was introduced as a means
to support the unity in the EU. The fact is, CLIL has facilitated learning
English, but we shouldn’t forget that it has been implemented in
consideration of the whole Europe. It is necessary that we should
understand CLIL in its process.
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In Asian countries, teaching English has been exclusively focused
during the same period. We can say that teaching Japanese has been
popular among people who need to live and work in the society and
business substantially. However, many teachers who teach Japanese
need to use English, and some of them have taught English before. They
seem to understand what language is and how it is learned, compared to
English teachers. Some English teachers, including me, have taught
Japanese to students from other countries, but many English teachers
may work in a smaller world. Japanese teachers and English teachers
are language teachers, but they don’t have good collaboration. I have
always felt it necessary for them to collaborate a lot more with each
other.
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For me, this seminar was good opportunities to learn Vietnamese,
Japanese, and English together, to think about intercultural awareness,
and to understand communication and content through CLIL. The 4-day
seminar was short and the specific effect was almost equal to nothing.
However, I believe it is a worthwhile seminar to develop CLIL in Asia. I
hope many Vietnamese teachers who participated in the seminar come
to understand CLIL principles and start to teach CLIL as part of active
learning in their Japanese classrooms. I do expect that CLIL in
Japanese will have good relationship with CLIL in English, enlarge into



other Asian language learning and teaching, and help develop
plurilingualism and pluriculturalism in Asia. These trends will strength
solidarity and promote peace in Asia.
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Impressions in Vietnam — THROUGH LEARNING

Ryuya Kawaguchi (student)

Introduction

This is my first trip abroad. I didn’t know how to go, exchange and
stay but I was able to go on this trip with help by many people. For
example, my parents, Mrs Ushidu, Mr Mituoka, CLIL teachers, and local
people who live in Hanoi, Vietnam helped me. I have learned different
cultures and communities in Vietnam, as well as difficulties in language
learning.

First time abroad

It was my first experience to take an international flight. I was full
of excitement. The plane was about an hour late so I felt that
Vietnam is also a foreign country. I arrived in Hanoi. It’s just
Southeast Asia, and it’s a little deserted. I found many logos of the
car I have ever watched in Japan. For example, Suzuki, Nissan and
Toyota. I found Japanese car companies are popular.

I have lived in a quiet place so I was very surprised that the horn of
car is very noisy. Vietnamese people use the horn as a greeting.

My goal of learning English in this travel is “To understand what
CLIL is”. I decided to leave high school and to study myself using
CLIL approaches, so I
would like to learn English
practically through
studying actively, such as
actually interacting with
Vietnamese people.

School visits

We went to Vietnam
Japan University. First, we
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joined Japanese language classes. All students in the class made
presentations in which various devices are used and they showed some
Vietnamese cultures.
My favorite presentation was “what is chowder?” It’s like the
Japanese green tea. They provided it to us and introduced where to
buy it.

Other groups introduced us attractions of Vietham. For example, the
famous singer, Duc Phuc and the old town. Their presentations were
very interesting and helped me when sightseeing.

After that, we walked around the school. I found something to do
with Japan. The most impressive thing was “bullying problem”. I was
surprised that bullying can cause different concepts. Viethamese
people seem to think that they learn bad things from adults, but
Japanese people tend to think that they are jealous of other students. I
thought that bullying can cause some different concepts created by the

ways of learning.

We moved to PHENIKAA SCHOOL in
the afternoon. We observed a first grade
English class. I was surprised that teacher
and students were very powerful. They
spoke a high level of English. I have never
seen such children who can speak English
very well and learn from themselves. I was
not such a student when I was in
elementary school. I felt a difference in
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the quality of learning from Japanese students. We should study harder.
There was a big difference of the school facilities. I hope such schools
are increasing in Japan.

There were many words which I heard
for the first time and many things I didn’
t understand that. But I think CLIL will
be a good learning method. I think
active learning is one of the most
important forms because it is necessary
to communicate effectively. We will have
to communicate with more students and
teachers so we can get a lot of opinions.
I think having a lot of opinions is very
important. I felt we should have more
opportunities to share opinions with
each other.

What I felt most during this CLIL
communication seminar was how far
behind Japan’s education is! CLIL has
been started since the 1990s in Europe,
but the Japan education system hasn’t
been popular yet. This is a big problem.
I felt many language education systems
in other countries are very advanced
including Vietnam.
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I found many things in group works. Many students in Vietnam spoke
to me in Japanese. I felt comfortable to communicate with them. They
asked about Japan, such as how to write Kanji and where we went in
Vietnam. I was so surprised because I had never experienced similar
situations. I thought we should learn from them.

Finally

I experienced lots of surprises in my first travel abroad. What I felt
most impressive was that people in Vietnam are very proactive. They
spoke to me when in the school or walking along the street. Unlike the
Japanese people, they asked me many questions and sold me things. I
felt Vietnameseness there. Through this CLIL seminar, I understand
that CLIL is free. In the future, CLIL will be available in various
situations. I want to have a lot of more experiences thorough CLIL.
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